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ABSTRACT: Educational abandonment has become for many years a social problem that affects Latin American students. 

Consequently, several nations, including Ecuador, focus their efforts on mitigating this problem. The research about the educational 

abandonment of students with special needs aims to identify why 11 students did not continue studying. The sample was part of six 

public and private schools in Portoviejo. The school was selected due to the high number of students with special needs enrolled in 

the last school year. For achieving this qualitatively oriented study, semi-structured interviews were applied as a data collection 

technique, and the case study research method was implemented. Among the results found in the study sample, three factors of 

educational abandonment stand out. One of them was the socioeconomic situation, which takes precedence over the educational 

quality that the student could receive regardless of the type of educational institution of which he is a part. The other one was the 

educational environment stands out, which mainly alludes to the teacher's preparation regarding the methodological adaptations that 

students with disabilities require to consolidate their learning. Finally, the family factor emphasizes the lack of responsibility of 

parents towards their children, such as limiting their right to education. This type of research is especially relevant due to the little 

literature about this vulnerable group, which will allow future explorations to be carried out that seek to enforce their rights. 
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INTRODUCTION  

The Code of Children and Adolescents of Ecuador (2003) in its article 26 ratifies the right to a dignified life, with free multiple 

basic services, among which access to quality education for children and young people without exclusion of some type of disability, 

ethnicity, or social class. However, this type of right is affected when due to different social problems, such as poverty, the continuity 

of children and young people in the educational system is conditioned, because the priorities of the parents are focused on the 

economy of the home, leaving education in the background (Estrella, 2015). 

One of the main breaches is known as school dropout, a problem that has been rooted for many years in our country. Portoviejo 

Canton is not exempt from a school dropout, according to data from the Ministry of Education (2020) of Ecuador, in the 2019-2020 

school year "three percent of the enrolled student population dropped out." The coordination identified among the most predominant 

causes of school dropout is the low economic level of dropout families and, secondly, intra-family conflicts. 

This problem is increased when addressing the school dropout of students with special educational needs (SEN), due to the scarcity 

of qualitative studies that identify the causes of dropout of this vulnerable group of students. The present work addresses this social 

problem from a qualitative perspective in which it is intended to identify the main causes of school dropout of a group of students 

with SEN associated and not associated with disability and answer the following questions: What are the reasons that the 

representatives of students with SEN associated with a disability must leave the Educational Institution? Are the reasons for dropping 

out of school different between students with SEN and students who do not have SEN? Will the preparation of teachers influence 

issues such as methodological adaptations in the educational abandonment of students with SEN? 

In this sense, interviews were conducted with directors of six Educational Units of the Portoviejo canton, whose registration records 

have students with SEN who recently abandoned their studies. In addition, the reasons for dropping out of school were analyzed 

through case studies applied to dropout students. Thanks to the application of the techniques and instruments, it is possible to contrast 

the information presented by the directors of the Educational Units involved and the representatives of the students who justified 

their reason for dropping out of school. 

 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

School dropout is also present in students with SEN and when a bibliographic search of a national approach is carried out about this 

problem, the results obtained are scarce, which reveals the little importance that is usually given to this problem. The vulnerable 
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group is present in the educational community. However, some national and foreign research that addresses this problem 

appropriately is highlighted below. 

In the first place, the investigation of Rojas (2013) stands out, which, through the application of case studies, seeks to know the 

family factors that influence the school dropout of students with SEN in Peru. The author concludes in his research that the family 

factors that influence school dropout were intrafamily problems, associated with the psychological strength that parents must have 

when accepting their child according to their personality, since parents prefer to withdraw to his representative of the Educational 

Unit to prevent affectations such as bullying, marginalization, among others. 

During the same year, the Ecuadorian researcher Fuentes (2013) elaborated on an inquiry called the school desertion of students 

with disabilities from the special education institutions of the Esmeraldas canton, study period 2011-2012. Which, after finishing 

its qualitative work, concluded that the most important factors of school dropout of students with SEN are intra-family problems 

since there are conflicts when discussing the presence or absence in education, considering it unimportant. 

Calderón (2015) highlighted in his research the decrease in school dropout in rural areas, due to the opening of educational centers 

in areas of difficult access. However, it also calls for better teacher preparation. The author considers that the teacher should be a 

person who lives in a rural area since he knows the deficiencies of his students, especially the limitations that homes with SEN 

students have. 

Years later, the Ecuadorian researcher Yánez (2018) proposed an investigation entitled "Students with disabilities and school 

dropout in the Faculty of Philosophy, Letters and Education Sciences of the Central University of Ecuador". Even though his study 

sample was university students, his objective is striking, since he intended to verify whether a disability is a reason for academic 

desertion. Concluding that having a disability is not a reason for academic dropout, however, external factors associated with poorly 

accessible facilities, and lack of teacher preparation, among others, influence. 

Finally, the Ecuadorian author Tubilla (2021) carried out an interesting investigation entitled "Public management of 

inclusive education and school dropout of students with disabilities in public educational institutions, UGEL 03, 2019". In it, he 

analyzed the changes in Ecuadorian public management regarding the inclusion of students with SEN in the public education system, 

to know if these changes affected the school dropout of students with disabilities. Concluding that the budgetary allocation to the 

institutions for their equipment in learning resources for students with SEN is insufficient, as well as the public management in 

inclusive education brought therefore school desertion of students with disabilities because their management has not been 

efficiently addressed. 

Addressed the investigations, it is possible to identify factors of school dropout of students with SEN that have in common with the 

previously mentioned works. In the first place, intra-family problems due to parents' acceptance of the differences their children 

have with others, possible integration problems, and bullying, these intra-family conflicts affect school dropout. Second, educational 

institutions sometimes do not have adequate physical conditions and proper teaching staff preparation to achieve significant student 

learning. And, thirdly, the socioeconomic factor present in Ecuadorian families affects the continuity of education. 

These factors are related to an investigation carried out by Romero and Hernández (2019) who classify the causes of educational 

dropout into three types: a) those that focus on the student's perspective, that is, those that are related to abilities, motivation, among 

others, b) those that focus on social, economic and cultural factors, c) those that focus on the educational system, that is, those that 

are related to teaching programs, pedagogy and teacher strategies, among others. others. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

Multiple case studies were applied to 11 dropout students with SEN. The case studies to be applied are of descriptive characteristics 

because it is intended to identify the main causes of school dropout. 

The application of case studies finds its justification in that, as Sampieri, Fernández, and Baptista (2003) point out, this approach is 

particularly appropriate for testing hypotheses and developing theories about social phenomena. 

For the development of the research, six Educational Units of the Portoviejo canton participated, represented by the director and/or 

the general secretary of the institution. Who, after agreeing to participate in the investigation, interacted in a semi-structured 

interview. The selection of the Educational Units is due to different aspects that are detailed below: 

The selected Educational Units have more than five students with SEN, whether associated or not associated with disability, of 

which at least 2 students dropped out of school. The SEN that students have will be both associated with disability and not associated 

with disability 
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Table 1. Selected educational units. 

 
 

The present investigation applied the semi-structured interview as a data collection technique due to the freedom that the interviewer 

must introduce the necessary questions to obtain precise information on the desired topics. The interviewer must keep in mind that 

the answers expressed are related to the proposed topic. The preparation and selection of the items that made up the interview were 

subject to the contribution of the research present in the theoretical framework, in general, the various researchers highlight three 

groups of potential factors in the decision to abandon, and these factors will be explained in the following chapters. Subsequently, 

the questions were analyzed and validated by the tutor of this research. 

The interviews were conducted in person and online through the ZOOM platform, the selection of the medium to conduct the 

interview was subject to the availability of time by the director or the staff in charge of the institution. The interview was recorded 

regardless of the physical medium in which it was conducted, and its structure consisted of two parts. The first part of the interview 

presents generic questions, which sought to know the inclusion of students with SEN in a general way, including the preparation of 

teachers and access and infrastructure. The second part of the interview aims to know certain characteristics of each student who 

left the institution. These questions are classified into the personality of the student, the cooperation and participation of the 

representatives with the institution and finally, they are questioned about the delivery of the document justifying the school dropout. 

 

Table 2. Description of categories and codes 
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

After analyzing the different realities of the sample in relation to school dropout, three main factors were identified as causes of 

dropout, these factors do not differ with the type of SEN, whether it is associated with disability or not, that is, the reasons for 

Identified dropouts are present in our sample both in students with SEN associated with disability and students without SEN not 

associated with disability. Figure 1 summarizes the main causes of abandonment in our study sample. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. School dropout factors are present in the sample. Source: self-made 

 

Economic condition: This dropout factor is perhaps one of the most prevalent in the academic literature, highlighted by Abril et al, 

(2008) "The economic factor is the main reason for dropout." Pariguana (2011) "There is a positive relationship between household 

income and the probability that the adolescent attends school and does not work." Mayancela (2016) "The risk of school dropout 

increases with the presence of situations such as economic and intra-family problems". Cevallos and Macias (2016) "The 

socioeconomic factor is more prevalent than the cultural factor as a reason for dropping out of school." Barbecho (2020) "Personal 

and socioeconomic reasons are the main causes of school dropout." 

In our research sample, this factor was also present as a justification for student one, in which the representative made this decision 

because he was "unemployed due to a pandemic" (student one case study, 2021). What made it difficult to acquire the necessary 

computer resources for their represented to be part of online learning, in this case of abandonment, the lack of employment directly 

affected the ability to acquire the necessary computer supplies for virtual education, therefore, despite belonging to a public 

institution, whose education is free, the socioeconomic condition prevailed over free education. 

A similar reality was experienced by the representative of student four, whom he mentioned this dropout factor due to the “closure 

of his business due to restrictions due to the pandemic” (student four case study, 2021). In this sense, the economic condition 

influenced the decision to drop out since the student belonged to a private institution, however, even though the representative did 

not provide documentation formalizing the specific reason for dropout and considering that education in our country is mandatory 

for 12 years, the approach to school dropout changes from being permanent to temporary. 

Another case in which there is evidence of school dropout due to the economic factor has as its protagonist the representative of 

student five, who delivered the document requesting a change of institution to a public entity. However, the student's data is not part 

of the students enrolled in public or private institutions in the Portoviejo canton and considering that the student had debts with the 

institution, the dropout is temporary. Finally, the case of student seven has the economic condition as the cause of abandonment, 

because the representative had delays in the monthly payment of a private institution, so in this case, it can be seen how the economic 

situation prevails over the educational quality that the student could receive. 

Curricular adaptations: This factor refers to the level of preparation of the teaching staff regarding curricular adaptations for students 

with SEN. The dropout factor is highlighted by Navarro et al., (2016) "Curricular adaptations are the instrument to achieve the 

individualization of teaching". Ayala (2017) "the curricular adaptations recommended by the Ministry of Education are suitable". 

Vera (2017) "The implementation of curricular adaptations improves the academic performance of students with SEN". 

This dropout factor was justified by the representatives of student three “lack of teaching commitment” (student three case study, 

2021). Student six has “virtual learning difficulty due to his disability” (student six case study, 2021). Student eight “lack of teacher 

preparation” (student eight case study, 2021). And finally, student 11 “lack of teacher preparation” (case study student eleven, 2021). 

It should be noted that, in the cases described, the supporting documents were delivered, the four cases indicated a lack of preparation 

on the part of the teacher regarding teaching strategies or methodologies, regardless of the type of institution in which the students 

were part. 

Within educational institutions, the preparation of the teacher is not the only factor of school dropout, the infrastructure adapted to 

students with SEN is a dropout factor identified in the academy, as highlighted by Mendoza (2019) "There are high numbers of 

children (as) with disabilities who cannot access education, mainly due to the lack of adequate infrastructure”, however, in our study 

sample the adequacy of adequate infrastructure that facilitates the mobility of students with SEN was not considered a determining 

factor in the school dropout of students, due to the fact that public and private educational institutions use different strategies such 

as the accompaniment of the student through a tutor teacher to guide the student during their stay in the institution. 
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Family: A priori it can be interpreted that the economic condition is a characteristic immersed in the family, however, the results 

obtained from the study sample suggest perceiving the economic condition as an independent dropout factor. The family factor has 

various components, among which are intrafamily problems, single-parent families, and lack of responsibility on the part of parents, 

among others. 

The dropout factor was analyzed in previous research, the same ones found in the theoretical framework, mentioning Martínez and 

Álvarez (2005) "The participation of student representatives with the institution is important to guarantee an optimal educational 

environment". Espinoza et al., (2012) "Families that are large, single-parent and have a low socioeconomic level are directly related 

to school dropout." Rojas (2013) The family factors that influence school dropout were intra-family problems”. Sources (2013). 

"The most important factors of school dropout of students with SEN are family problems." Guanoluisa and Llango (2015) "Parents 

tend to detach themselves from academic responsibilities." 

In our sample, this dropout factor was the justification by the representative of student two, indicating “lack of time” (student two 

case study, 2021). This type of justification is associated with the lack of academic responsibility that parents can present when it 

comes to a student with SEN, in this case, the student has a hearing disability. Ignorance about the teaching processes and 

pedagogical actions applied at home, trigger frustration for parents, the same ones who usually entrust the growth and intellectual 

development of their client to the Educational Institution. However, this was frustrated due to the new modality of virtual studies in 

which the representative acquires a leading role in the consolidation of his son's learning. 

The cause of educational abandonment of student ten, clearly evidences a disengagement from academic responsibilities, given that 

the student suddenly interrupted his studies. On the other hand, the student's representatives have not requested a change of 

institution and, furthermore, they did not have any debts with the entity, so school dropouts due to socioeconomic factors are ruled 

out. In addition, it can be said that the student was a model student, even though he had autism, his academic performance was 

remarkable, also ruling out educational abandonment due to the school environment. In this sense, the educational disengagement 

of a student with SEN totally adapted to the institution can cause a negative impact on the student's personality, because he is being 

denied his right to a quality education regardless of the duration of this educational abandonment. 

External factor: The presence of COVID-19 in Ecuador since February 29, 2020, was a challenge for a country that in educational 

matters did not have adequate knowledge to function virtually in the field. The confinement and the non-attendance of many 

activities, including education, exposed the deficiencies of the educational system, in addition to increasing the economic gaps of a 

predominantly middle-class population. In the opinion of this author, this external factor potentiated the reasons for dropping out of 

school exposed in the investigation. The economic condition as a factor of abandonment was strengthened with the confinements, 

due to the layoffs suffered by the representatives that justified this reason. Curricular adaptations as a dropout factor apparently 

evidenced the lack of training of teaching staff in the educational institutions of our sample regarding the methodology of online 

education for students with SEN.  

During confinement, the group of students with associated SEN and no disability was particularly affected, due to the restriction of 

the only place that allows them to develop socially, the school. Figure three shows the presence of COVID-19 as an external factor 

present in the reasons for dropping out of school discussed above. 

 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION 

The reasons for dropping out of school do not differ in relation to the presence or not of associated SEN and not to a disability, 

because the reasons are part of external factors that affect the decision to drop out. 

Three dropout factors present in the selected sample were identified: a) the socioeconomic factor, b) curricular adaptations, c) those 

related to the family. 

The development of this research generates a positive impact on two aspects. From the academic point of view, this study provides 

recent information on the educational dropout of students with SEN in the city of Portoviejo, providing bases that allow future 

research focused on this vulnerable group. On the other hand, socially, it constitutes the first independent qualitative research that 

descriptively identifies the causes of school dropout. 

People with SEN associated with or not with a disability acquire several limitations during their growth that prevents them from 

functioning in the society of which they are a part. The impediment usually starts from the home, by not considering beneficial 

activities for this vulnerable group. This author is convinced of breaking down the barriers that prevent people with SEN associated 

or not with disabilities from interacting with society by providing equal opportunities that are a right. 
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