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ABSTRACT: Children's education in the era of globalization faces significant challenges and opportunities. Globalization has 

changed the educational landscape with the rapid development of information and communication technology, the wide 

accessibility of information, and increasingly intense interaction between cultures. This literature review explores the challenges 

and opportunities faced by children's education in the era of globalization based on the latest literature. The literature review 

shows that one of the biggest challenges is the digital divide between individuals with access to technology and those without 

access. Children from low socioeconomic backgrounds or remote areas face difficulty accessing the digital educational resources 

needed to compete in a globalized world. Therefore, the need for efforts to expand the accessibility of technology in all walks of 

life is essential. In addition, globalization also brings changes in the needs and demands of jobs in the global market. Children's 

education must adapt curriculum and learning to suit evolving needs, such as critical thinking, creativity, cooperation, and digital 

skills. However, the era of globalization also provides new opportunities for children's education. The widespread accessibility of 

information provides opportunities for children to access various learning resources online. They can access learning materials, e-

books, and other educational resources without geographical restrictions. It allows children to develop their interests and talents 

through independent exploration. The increasingly intense intercultural interaction also opens up opportunities to learn about 

cultural diversity and different values. Children can broaden their understanding of the world through multicultural education and 

develop inclusive attitudes that foster global cooperation. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Child education is one of the essential aspects of the development of a nation. In today's era of globalization, challenges and 

opportunities in children's education are increasingly complex and diverse. Globalization has brought significant changes in 

various aspects of life, including the world of education. Technological advancements, the rapid flow of information, and 

economic and social integration between nations have opened doors to new challenges and limitless opportunities in children's 

education (Zhao, 2011; Suarez-Orozco, 2001; Stromquist, 2002). One of the main challenges in children's education in the era of 

globalization is the increasingly fierce competition at the global level. Children must be ready to compete on a broader and more 

complex scale and have relevant and up-to-date knowledge and skills to compete in an increasingly global job market. In addition, 

children must also have the ability to adapt quickly to changes and technological innovations that occur very quickly in this digital 

era. 

On the other hand, the era of globalization also brings excellent opportunities for children's education. Information and 

communication technology advances provide broader and easier access to quality educational resources through online learning 

platforms and e-learning programs, and children can access information and learn independently, anywhere and anytime. In 

addition, globalization also opens doors to collaboration and cultural exchange between countries, which can enrich children's 

learning experiences and prepare them to become well-rounded global citizens (Baranetz, 2014; Dyma, 2016; Hansson, 2008). 

In this context, children's education in the era of globalization needs to adopt a holistic and inclusive approach. In addition 

to mastering academic knowledge and skills, education must also focus on developing social, cultural, and emotional skills. 

Children must be equipped to communicate, work in teams, think critically, and deal with differences with tolerance and 

understanding. Education should also encourage creativity and innovation so that children can become critical thinkers, creative, 

and able to face future challenges (Resnik, 2008; Damopolii et al., 2022; Florea & Hurjui, 2015; Resnik, 2009; Reimer, 2009). 
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Thus, children's education in the era of globalization offers complex challenges and endless opportunities. Children must be 

prepared to face global competition and technological change with relevant and cutting-edge skills. On the other hand, they should 

also be able to take advantage of the educational opportunities offered by technological advances and increasingly open cultural 

interactions. With a holistic and inclusive approach, children's education can be a strong foundation for a nation's individual 

development and progress in the midst of this globalization era. 

 

II. RESEARCH METHODS 

This research used literature studies to explore information and understanding of the challenges and opportunities of children's 

education in the era of globalization. Researchers used the following literature study research method: 1) Identification of 

Information Sources. Identify sources of information relevant to the research topic (Stewart & Kamins, 1993; Ploeg, 1999). 

Researchers use information sources, including books, scientific journals, online articles, research reports, education policies, and 

official documents related to education in the era of globalization. 2)  Selection of Information Sources (Xie & Joo, 2009; ). 

Researchers select the most relevant and quality sources of information for research. Consider the source the researcher chooses, 

including the novelty of the information, the source's credibility, the study's methodology, and the accuracy of the data presented. 

3) Reading and Critical Analysis. Researchers carefully and critically the sources of information that have been selected. 

Researchers note important matters, key findings, and perspectives relevant to the challenges and opportunities of children's 

education in the era of globalization (Jesson et al., 2011; Hart, 2018). 4) Preparation of Summary and Synopsis. Researchers 

provide summaries and synopses of each relevant source of information. The researcher briefly explained the points of 

information taken related to the subject of research (Major & Savin-Baden, 2010). 5) Analysis and Findings: Researchers analyze 

information collected from various sources. Researchers have identified patterns, trends, and significant findings related to 

children's educational challenges and opportunities in the era of globalization. Researchers then make conclusions that are 

supported by relevant evidence and findings. 

 

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

A. Challenges of Children's Education in the Era of Globalization 

Global Competition 

Global competition is one of the main challenges in children's education in the era of globalization (Furlong, 2013; Zhao, 2010; 

Stromquist & Monkman, 2014a). In an increasingly connected and integrated world, children must be ready to compete on a 

broader and more complex scale. They need relevant and up-to-date knowledge and skills to compete effectively in an 

increasingly global job market. Education should be paramount in preparing children to face this global competition. Traditional 

educational approaches focusing on mastering academic knowledge are no longer enough. Children need to be equipped with 

skills necessary in a global environment, such as communicating effectively, working in teams, adapting quickly to change, and 

understanding different cultures and values. In addition, education should encourage the development of children's critical and 

analytical skills. They must be taught to think critically, identify problems, and seek innovative solutions. The ability to think 

critically and creatively will help children face complex challenges in an ever-evolving globalized world. 

Education should also provide practical and relevant experience to children (White, 2013; Eshach, 2007; Beery & 

Jørgensen, 2018; Yasin et al., 2023). Educational programs that integrate practical learning, internships, or work experience can 

give children a deeper understanding of the world of work and help them develop skills needed in the global job market. Paying 

attention to children's emotional and social intelligence development is also essential. The ability to communicate well, establish 

healthy relationships with others, and have an inclusive attitude and tolerance of differences are essential skills in an increasingly 

complex and diverse global world. In order to face global competition, education must also broaden children's horizons about the 

world. Children need to understand global issues such as climate change, poverty, and social inequality and be equipped with the 

necessary knowledge and understanding to contribute to solving these global challenges. 

Overall, global competition is a significant challenge in children's education in the era of globalization. However, with the 

right educational approach, children can be prepared to face these challenges and become competent, adaptive, and ready 

individuals to compete in an increasingly global job market. 

Rapid Technology Change 

Rapid technological change is a significant challenge in children's education in the era of globalization (Aduwa-Ogiegbaen & 

Iyamu, 2005; Stromquist & Monkman, 2014b; Mansour & Hatri, 2022). Information and communication technology advances 

have changed how we learn, access information, and interact with the world around us. Children today must adapt quickly to these 

changes and utilize them effectively in the learning process. One important aspect of technological change is using computers, the 

internet, and mobile devices in education. With access to the internet, children can access a wide range of educational resources, 

including interactive learning materials, educational videos, and e-learning platforms. Technology also allows for more accessible 

communication and collaboration between students and teachers and students in different geographic locations. 
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However, the challenge that arises is the digital divide. Not all children have equal access to technology and the internet. Children 

from low economic backgrounds or remote areas may lack access to technological infrastructure. It can lead to gaps in educational 

opportunities, where children who do not have adequate access to technology will fall behind in access to relevant educational 

information and resources. In addition, another challenge is the technological skills necessary to make good use of technology. 

Children must be able to use technological devices and applications with the necessary proficiency and expertise. They must 

understand how to use the internet safely and responsibly, sort out relevant and accurate information, and develop practical digital 

communication skills. 

Education must address these challenges by ensuring all children have equitable access to technology and the internet. 

Measures such as providing internet access in schools, technology device subsidy programs for economically disadvantaged 

families, and technology skills training for students and teachers can help reduce the digital divide. In addition, education should 

involve children in developing necessary technological skills. Educational programs should provide adequate training and learning 

to develop digital literacy, computer skills, and critical thinking skills in using technology. Teachers should also be equipped with 

the necessary technological skills to support innovative learning and utilize technology effectively in the classroom. 

In the face of rapid technological change, education should focus on empowering children to become intelligent, critical, and 

responsible users of technology. In this way, they can overcome challenges and take advantage of the opportunities offered by 

technological changes in education. 

Media and Information Influence 

The vast and diverse influence of media and information is a significant challenge in children's education in the era of 

globalization (Zhao, 2010; Crane, 2019; Banks, 2008). Children today are exposed to various media platforms such as television, 

the internet, social media, and other digital sources of information. Meanwhile, they are also faced with different content such as 

news, advertisements, videos, and opinions spread in the media. A key challenge is helping children develop the critical skills to 

analyze and sort through the information they receive.  

Children must distinguish accurate, reliable, and relevant information from incorrect or biased information. They must be 

able to identify trustworthy sources of information and avoid spreading false or manipulative information. In addition, children 

also need to understand the purpose of the content they consume. They should be trained to understand the purpose of marketing 

in advertising, understand the perspectives and interests behind the news or opinions they read, and develop the ability to see 

information from multiple points of view. 

Education can play an essential role in addressing these challenges. Educational programs should involve children in the 

development of critical and analytical skills. They need to be trained to ask questions, evaluate the reliability of information 

sources, and critically analyze content. Media education or media literacy can also help children understand how media works, 

how editors work, and the impact of media on their views and attitudes. In addition, it is essential to involve parents and teachers 

in supporting children's media education. They can guide children in consuming media wisely, helping them identify trustworthy 

sources of information and providing direction on how to filter relevant and valuable content.  

Collaboration between families and educational institutions is essential in helping children understand and manage the 

influence of media and information (Patrikakou & Anderson, 2005; Christenson & Sheridan, 2001).). In the face of the vast 

influence of media and information, education must prepare children to become intelligent and critical consumers. They must 

have the skills to access, analyze, and evaluate information wisely. Thus, they can make informed and critical decisions and 

maintain a balance in their media consumption. 

Multiculturalism and Diversity 

Multiculturalism and cultural diversity are essential aspects of children's education in the era of globalization (Abdi, 2006; 

Fartusnic, 2008; Rajendran, 2005). In an increasingly connected global context, children need to learn about the cultural diversity 

in this world and develop understanding, appreciation, and tolerance for cultural, religious, language, and tradition differences. A 

significant challenge in multiculturalism education is preparing children for life in a plural and global society, and they should be 

equipped with knowledge of different cultures and perspectives. Education should provide opportunities for children to get to 

know different cultures through formal learning or direct experience through visits to historical sites, cultural centers, or 

interaction with diverse communities. 

In addition, children also need to understand fundamental values such as equality, respect for human rights, and respect for 

freedom of religion or belief. Education should teach these values to build harmonious and inclusive relationships between 

individuals and groups in a multicultural society. Education should also promote the development of practical communication 

skills and peaceful conflict resolution. Children must learn to communicate with people from different cultural backgrounds with 

mutual respect and understanding. They should be taught skills in finding common ground, solving differences, and building 

mutually beneficial and harmonious relationships amidst diversity. 

The importance of multiculturalism and diversity education is also related to preparing children to face the globalized 

world of work (Matanović & Uemura, 2017; Marin, 2008; Jarman, 2014). In an increasingly connected and multinational work 
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environment, the ability to work with people from different cultures and backgrounds has become crucial. Children must be 

trained in cross-cultural communication, negotiation, and collaboration skills to succeed in their future careers. In addition, 

education must also overcome stereotypes and prejudices that may exist in society. Children must understand that different 

cultural values, beliefs, and practices should be respected and valued, not a source of conflict or discrimination. Education should 

promote awareness about equality and justice. 

  

B. Children's Educational Opportunities in the Era of Globalization 

Access to Global Educational Resources 

Technological advances in the era of globalization have brought significant changes in access to global educational resources 

(Malik, 2018; Coutinho et al., 2008; Mao et al., 2019; Wahyuddin et al., 2021). Children can now use online learning platforms, e-

learning programs, and various digital resources to gain broader and easier access to quality knowledge and information 

worldwide. One of the main advantages is access to online learning courses and programs. Children can take online courses from 

the world's leading universities, attend webinars or lectures online, and access structured, high-quality learning materials. Such 

access allows them to gain relevant and up-to-date knowledge and skills without geographical restrictions. In addition, digital 

educational resources also allow children to access interactive learning materials, learning videos, and rich educational content. 

They can access various sources of information such as e-books, electronic journals, and databases consisting of the latest research 

and information in various fields. That way, children can gain a deeper understanding of the topics they are interested in and 

explore their interests more broadly. Another advantage is access to a global learning community. Children can interact with 

fellow students, teachers, and experts from different countries and cultures through online discussion forums, study groups, or 

educational social networks. It opens opportunities to share knowledge, ideas, and experiences with people from different 

backgrounds. Such interactions enhance their understanding of multiple perspectives and promote cross-cultural understanding 

and collaborative learning.  

However, keep in mind that access to global educational resources is uneven. The challenges that remain are the digital 

divide and accessibility. Children from low economic backgrounds or remote areas may lack adequate technological infrastructure 

or a stable internet connection. Therefore, efforts are needed to address this gap and ensure all children have fair and equitable 

access to digital education resources. In the face of challenges and opportunities for access to global educational resources, 

education must adopt an inclusive approach. Measures such as providing internet access in schools, technology device subsidy 

programs for economically disadvantaged families, and government initiatives that support the digitization of education can help 

reduce access gaps. In addition, efforts must be made to ensure that children have the necessary technological and digital literacy 

skills to use global educational resources effectively. Education should engage children in developing technological, critical, and 

analytical skills necessary to navigate and utilize digital educational resources wisely (Milenkova & Lendzhova, 2021; Liu et al., 

2020; Nascimbeni & Vosloo, 2019). 

Thus, broader and easier access to global educational resources through technological advances provides excellent 

opportunities for children in the era of globalization. They can leverage online platforms and digital resources to acquire the 

knowledge, skills, and understanding necessary to compete in this increasingly connected world. However, efforts are needed to 

address access gaps and ensure that all children have equal opportunities to access global educational resources. 

Collaboration and Cultural Exchange 

Collaboration and cultural exchange are significant aspects of children's education in the era of globalization (Suarez-

Orozco & Qin-Hilliard, 2004; Portera, 2008; Samovar et al., 2014; Penbek, 2012). Globalization has opened doors for children to 

engage in student exchange programs, international partnerships, and online collaborative activities that broaden their horizons, 

enrich learning experiences, and develop an understanding of the wider world. Student exchange programs are among the most 

common forms of collaboration in global education. Children can have the opportunity to live and study in another country, 

experience everyday life in a different culture, and interact with students from diverse cultural backgrounds. It gives them first-

hand experience in understanding differences in cultures, languages, values, and ways of life, thus broadening their perspectives 

and promoting intercultural understanding and tolerance. 

In addition to student exchange programs, collaboration and cultural exchange can occur through international partnerships 

between schools in different countries. Through these partnerships, children can engage in collaborative projects involving 

information exchange, joint research, and mutually beneficial learning activities between students and teachers from different 

countries. It expands their knowledge of the world and develops collaborative, problem-solving, and cross-cultural 

communication skills. In addition, information and communication technology allows children to engage in online collaborative 

activities with students worldwide. Through the online platform, they can participate in joint projects, discussions, or information 

exchanges that facilitate the exchange of culture and knowledge. It allows them to communicate with people from different 

cultural backgrounds, broaden their horizons, and develop an understanding of their similarities and differences. 

Collaboration and cultural exchange through student exchange programs, international partnerships, and online 

collaborative activities provide many benefits for children (O'Dowd, 2007; Al-Jarf, 2020; Herrington, 2010). They can develop 
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deeper cross-cultural understanding, broaden their worldview, and learn to appreciate and respect differences. In addition, it also 

improves their collaboration, communication, cooperation, and problem-solving skills. Education should promote these 

opportunities for collaboration and cultural exchange as an integral part of children's learning experiences. Schools and 

educational institutions should encourage and support these initiatives, cooperate with international partners, and utilize 

communication technologies to facilitate collaboration and cultural exchange. Thus, children will be able to develop the skills and 

understanding necessary to live and work in an increasingly pluralistic and global society. 

Global Skills Development 

Education in the era of globalization aims to develop global skills in children so that they can face the challenges and 

opportunities in an increasingly connected and complex world (Zhao, 2021; Zhao, 2009; Suarez-Orozco & Qin-Hilliard, 2004; 

Kurtz & Snowden, 2003; Synowiec, 2020). Some of the essential global skills to develop are as follows: 

1. Ability to communicate effectively in multiple languages and cultures: In the era of globalization, communicating in a 

foreign language and adapting to different cultures becomes essential. Children who can communicate fluently in several 

languages have a competitive advantage in a global work environment. They must also understand different cultural norms 

and be able to interact with people from diverse cultural backgrounds. 

2. Critical thinking: In an age of information abundance, children need to be able to analyze, evaluate, and sort out the 

information they receive. Critical thinking helps them develop the ability to recognize biases, filter out inaccurate information, 

and make informed and evidence-based decisions. 

3. Creativity: Creativity is becoming an increasingly valuable skill in an ever-evolving world. Children must be allowed to 

develop imagination, innovation, and creative problem-solving. These skills enable them to generate new ideas, adapt to 

change, and face challenges in innovative ways. 

4. Ability to work in teams: Collaboration and teamwork are essential skills in the era of globalization. Children need to 

learn to work in diverse groups, appreciate differences, and respect the contributions of each team member. These skills 

involve listening, sharing ideas, communicating well, and working toward common goals. 

5. Adaptive leadership: Leadership in the era of globalization involves the ability to adapt quickly to change and lead in 

different contexts. Children need to be developed with flexible leadership skills, able to think strategically, motivate others, 

and tackle complex challenges. 

Education in the era of globalization must design curricula and methodologies that encourage the development of these global 

skills. Activities involving cross-cultural interactions, collaborative projects, real-world simulations, and problem-based learning 

can help children hone their global skills. In addition, skilled teachers who are constantly abreast of global developments can play 

an essential role in facilitating the development of these skills through relevant mentoring and teaching. By developing global 

skills in children, education can provide a strong foundation for them to achieve future success, face constant change, and 

contribute positively in an increasingly complex global society. 

An Understanding of Global Issues 

Education of children in the era of globalization has an essential role in preparing them to face complex global challenges 

(Zahabioun, 2013; Malik, 2018; Guo, 2014; Lourenço, 2018; Reimers, 2009). A critical aspect of education is to teach children 

about global issues, such as climate change, poverty, social inequality, and conflicts between nations. Children can develop a 

heightened social awareness of these issues with this understanding. They learn to understand the consequences of individual and 

collective action on global problems and realize the importance of social responsibility in finding solutions. Education can provide 

a platform to discuss these global issues, encouraging discussion, reflection, and a deep understanding of their impact on their 

lives and society. In addition to understanding, education also aims to develop the skills and attitudes necessary to contribute to 

finding solutions to these global issues. Children are empowered to identify problems, develop critical thinking, and devise 

strategies for positive change. They are also taught about the importance of cooperation and collaboration in achieving common 

goals. 

Education can introduce children to diverse global perspectives and cultural diversity through an inclusive curriculum, and 

they can learn about universal values, human rights, peace, social justice, and environmental sustainability. Education can also 

facilitate cultural exchange and experience between children from diverse backgrounds, promoting tolerance, respect, and 

intercultural understanding. In addition, information and communication technology can be utilized in education to connect 

children with the outside world, broaden their horizons, and provide opportunities to interact with people from different countries 

and cultures. This technology allows children to access diverse information, knowledge, and global viewpoints, thus enriching 

their understanding of global issues. 

Child education in the era of globalization must blend an understanding of global issues, the development of social skills, 

and practical experience that enables children to become active and responsible agents of change. With a holistic approach, 

education can help children become well-rounded global citizens, sensitive to global issues, and committed to creating a more 

just, sustainable, and harmonious world. 
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CONCLUSIONS  

Child education in the era of globalization faces complex challenges but also provides limitless opportunities. Globalization brings 

significant social, cultural, and technological changes, and education must be able to adapt to those changes to prepare children for 

an increasingly connected and complex world. The challenges to children's education in the era of globalization include global 

competition, rapid technological change, the influence of media and information, multiculturalism, and access to global 

educational resources. However, education also offers opportunities to develop global skills in children, such as communicating in 

multiple languages and cultures, critical thinking, creativity, teamwork in teams, and adaptive leadership. 

Child education in the era of globalization must provide an understanding of global issues, such as climate change and 

poverty, and prepare children to take responsibility and contribute to finding solutions. Through a holistic and inclusive approach, 

education can help children appreciate cultural diversity, utilize information and communication technologies, and develop the 

social skills necessary to live and work in a global society. Thus, children's education in the era of globalization has a crucial role 

in forming a generation that can face global challenges, adapt to change, and contribute to creating a more just, sustainable, and 

harmonious world. 
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